Central nervous system vasculitis secondary to systemic sclerosis.
Systemic sclerosis (SSc) or scleroderma is a connective tissue disease with a diverse array of clinical manifestations secondary to underlying fibrosis and autoimmunity. Central nervous system (CNS) impairment is uncommon in SSc. Here we report the fourth known patient with CNS vasculitis caused by SSc. In each previous report, the patient was a middle-aged to elderly female. Our patient was 24 years old at the time of presentation, significantly younger than the other reported patients. Importantly, our patient's rapidly progressive clinical course and poor response to immunosuppression have not been reported in patients with CNS vasculitis secondary to scleroderma. Although CNS vasculitis is extremely rare in SSc, our report suggests that clinicians should consider this diagnosis in the differential of SSc patients with neurologic impairment.